[Salivary epidermal growth factor in patients with peptic ulcer].
Recent animal studies suggest salivary epidermal growth factor (EGF) has a cytoprotective effect in the upper GI tract and is one of the important factors to promote the healing of experimental ulcer. The present study was undertaken to clarify the role of salivary EGF in peptic ulcer patients. Saliva samples were collected from 129 endoscopically normal subjects and 232 peptic ulcer patients. Salivary EGF concentration was measured by RIA. Salivary EGF output in normal subjects was 5.26 +/- 0.26 (ng/5 min) (mean +/- SE). Those in patients with gastric ulcer (GU), duodenal ulcer (DU) and gastroduodenal ulcer (GDU) were 10.74 +/- 0.15, 8.13 +/- 0.83 and 9.79 +/- 0.91. EGF output in GU and GDU patients were higher than that in normal subjects respectively. Tractable GU patients (healed within 3 months with regular regimen) had higher EGF output than intractable GU patients. Among tractable GU patients, those who had healing within 8 weeks had higher output. EGF output in patients with recurrent GU was lower than that in non-recurrent GU patients. In 10 GU patients, EGF output became higher in healing stage than in active stage. Salivary EGF may promote the healing and prevent the recurrence of human gastric ulcer.